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Within lies fact and fancy, truth and metaphor.

These are the first words of The Vampire Bible.

The last words of the final Teaching of the Temple in The Vampire Adept Bible read, “Without lies fact
and fancy, truth and metaphor. Discriminate with care.”

These words were not idly chosen to bracket the formal published Teachings of the world’s only
authentic Vampire Religion, HEKAL TIAMAT. They were chosen to emphasize a number of critical
principles that the Vampire needs to inculcate into the deepest recesses of his character.

Here lies bedrock. Here lies multiple, embedded meanings.

At the first level, these words act as a legal and public disclaimer. It is warning the reader to not just
believe everything as written. It is clearly stating that not all they will read is true and factual. At least
some of what is written is fanciful and metaphorical.

In the dictionary, “metaphor” is defined as “a figure of speech in which a word or phrase literally
denoting one kind of object or idea is used in place of another to suggest a likeness or analogy between
them - figurative language.”

In other words, metaphor is instructive but not literally true. Metaphor is intended to convey a meaning
but is not the meaning itself.

Fancy is defined as “a mental image or representation” and “(archaic) fantastic quality or state”. In other
words fancy (as opposed to fact) is nonphysical in nature, and is a creation of the mind. (This subject is
expanded in depth in the discussion of the dimension of Agreement in The Vampire Adept Bible).

However, the key point is that fancy, like metaphor, is not grounded in ordinary fact but operates on a
different level.

That stated, there arise questions to be answered.

How to determine what is fact and what is fancy?

How to distinguish between what is truth and what is metaphor?
How does one “discriminate with care”?

“Discriminate” is defined as “to mark or perceive the distinguishing or peculiar features of”, “to
distinguish by discerning or exposing differences”, and “to use good judgment”.

In other words, to “discriminate with care” means that the reader is expected to make judgments based on
discovering differences between what is written and what is true.



The reader is both warned and expected to test the Teachings he reads and then discover what is fact and
what is fancy.

The reader is told he must actively seek to discover for himself by personal effort what is truth and what
is metaphor.

In other words, the Temple is an intelligence test.
And the final words of The Vampire Adept Bible warn us that life itself is an intelligence test.
Discriminate with care.

(From Revelations, Chapter One, pages 3-4.

Further commentary on the above is worth including.
"Test Everything. Believe Nothing."
This is the Temple Motto.

You can be a member of our religion and never have to accept any of our claims regarding so-called
psychic phenomena, what we refer to as the Nightside.

In fact we have members who never do this at all and are quite satisfied with simply applying the Secrets
of Earthly Mastery to their own lives.

However the Temple proposes several claims about the Nightside to include:

1. The existence of a human energy field we call Lifeforce that can be harmlessly absorbed from other
people.

2. The existence of conscious out of body experience and other "paranormal” powers.
3. The existence of others who have already gained greater mastery of such powers.

4. The existence of a mental technology that can potentially produce change in the physical world that we
call magic.

5. The existence of a state of consciousness that better enables the control of these phenomena.

If you agree to accept as a working hypothesis that these claims could possibly be true you can enter
Graded Membership in the first of five Circles or Grades as a Vampire Initiate.

Members who have verified for themselves the truth of these overall claims in written testimony for that
Circle are recognized by the Temple with specific Titles.

This means that any member who attains a specific Grade has verified for himself or herself that the
claims of that level are true.



The Temple never asks you to just have faith in our claims.
You must test and verify to yourself that these things are real.

In this way, the validity of any Grade of membership relies upon the honesty of the member with regard
to each testimony submitted.

As explained in the quote from Revelations, when you read The Vampire Bible or any of the Temple
literature you should not just assume that everything is true ...or false.

And you should not assume that everything is true or false ...yet.

And you should not assume that everything is true or false ...yet ...for you!

So how can you successfully "discriminate with care"?

How can you determine what is truth and what is metaphor?

By testing these claims for yourself, just as stated in the quote from Revelations.
This testing requires a voyage of discovery and an application of effort.

It does nothing to only work with words, asking questions, or reading.

Merely looking at the history of others' actions or efforts won't really help you either.

The only thing that can enable you to move from questioning to reliable knowledge is this voyage of self
discovery.

The Temple Disclaimer and the Temple Motto both say the same thing.
Within lies fact and fancy, truth and metaphor.
Test Everything. Believe Nothing.

We mean it.



A Certain Folly

"Doubt is not a pleasant condition, but certainty is absurd."
~Voltaire

Certainty is social, not psychological

When one joins a community, there is a tendency to adopt the beliefs of that community over time. This
tendency becomes especially strong as one adopts the labels of that community (e.g. "I'm a Christian" or
"I'm a Democrat") and as one interacts with others in that community, especially when those interactions
are in-person. We see this, for instance, in the unwavering devotion that born-again Christians often
exhibit toward the ideas espoused by their chosen church. They surround themselves with likeminded
Christians in large part to "sustain their faith" and avoid "lapsing back into sin" - and doing so works
tremendously well. Watch the film Jesus Camp to see this effect in action.

As another example, those who call themselves "atheists™ have a disproportionate tendency to ascribe to
materialism, which is the view that matter is all that exists and that all phenomena that are seemingly
non-material like "out-of-body experiences™ must be illusions created by material processes. Atheism, by
definition, is the belief that there is no God, and it often gets accompanied with the belief that there is no
spiritual realm. So why should atheism come pre-packaged with materialism? Properly speaking, there is
no inherent clash between Buddhism and atheism, and yet it's extraordinarily rare to encounter a self-
ascribed atheist who will identify himself also as a Buddhist if asked. Ultimately, this comes from the
fact that adopting the label "atheist" usually comes after reading about or speaking with others who call
themselves "atheists™, and that in turn encourages a system of beliefs as a bundled package that happens
to include materialism.

This social nature of belief isn't inherently bad. It's just human nature. The core survival strategy for the
human race has long been to gather in tribes to support one another. Throughout most of time human
beings were hunters and gatherers, and in such a society disagreements about how to hunt certain beasts,
which plants were edible, what the weather was likely to do and so on could easily kill the whole tribe.
This gave evolution both time and an incentive to make espoused beliefs one of the ways in which
human beings identify which tribes they are members of.

That said, this is critical for you to understand in order to protect your interests as an individual. It means
that what you personally believe is more an indication of whom you consider kin than of what is
factually true. It means that your sense of certainty - that "'l know this for sure!" feeling - is not and
cannot be calibrated to indicate the way things really are. Therefore, being absolutely sure of something
is an emotion that solidifies your social identity at the cost of your ability to perceive reality accurately.

And it's worth bearing in mind that certainty is intensely tempting to seek. It comforts us, reassuring us
that we are indeed members of the community of those who "know the truth”. Devout Christians do it.
Buddhists do it. Political liberals and conservatives do it. Scientists do it. These and countless other
groups - in fact, practically every group in existence - forge their boundaries with certainty. We are
instinctually driven to seek certainty, for the alternative is to risk being ostracized for daring to question
what "everybody knows".

Bear in mind that this dynamic affects Temple members just as much as members of any other group.



This desire for certainty, this desire to agree with others, tempts Temple members to compare one
another's experiences to make sure that their experiences are "valid" somehow. Newer members are
inclined to ask older members whether a given understanding is "correct"”, even though all that older
members can ever offer are their personal suspicions. All people who want to identify themselves with
the label "Vampire" know, instinctually, that this is how one adopts labels and becomes accepted to a
group: one identifies the key beliefs of the group and adopts them as one's own, repeating the phrases and
arguments that everyone else says since in so repeating one can become a full and integrated member of
the community.

This is socially accurate in other circles, but Vampirically it very much misses the point. Being integrated
into a community and calling yourself a *Vampire" will not matter one iota at the moment of death. All
that will matter at that time is the discipline you have applied to your life up to that point. We might be
able to leverage our social instincts to aid us in our dedication to our chosen practices, but we cannot rely
on those instincts to tell us which practices are or are not effective.

Therefore, an essential part of Vampiric discipline is learning how to free our minds from the trap of
certainty. In other words, each of us must develop the ability to authentically think for ourselves - and not
simply repeat the words espousing the value "We should think for ourselves" as that would be practicing
the very error we seek to eliminate. We must move beyond all slogans to engage in a wise practice that
will achieve the mental and emotional maturity we desire.

Release certainty

Fortunately, it turns out that there is a way to do this. We can seek to retrain our habits so that instead of
seeking certainty, we seek to discover for ourselves the value of treating the world as if certain things are
true. The feeling of certainty then gets replaced with a degree of trust in what we have come to find
effective in our own lives. The extent to which we succeed in achieving this goal is the extent to which
our minds become our own, free of the tendency to change what we believe in order to belong to any
group - even the Temple.

Start by recognizing the feeling of certainty. It feels a certain way to know something for sure, often
involving physical tension around the solar plexus, shoulders, and scalp. Try thinking of something
you're deeply convinced of that others disagree with you about, and notice how that deep conviction feels
both emotionally and physically. Notice how these sensations intensify when you encounter or think
about some specific instance of someone arguing against your belief. An easy example would be a
political topic you care passionately about; how do you feel when arguing about politics that matter a
great deal to you? If there is no such thing for you, find something comparable so that you can recognize
how certainty feels in your body and heart.

Understand that this feeling is a kind of self-blindness. If you are right, then reality will defend the view
for you if you let it. Yet if you are wrong - or worse, are only partially wrong - then this feeling of
absolute knowing will prevent you from changing your mind. The inflexibility of certainty is without
respect to reality. Recognize that, yes, this applies even to this particular instance of certainty that is on
your mind right now. Let that sink in for a moment.

Now, physically relax your body, especially the parts that you found correspond to the feeling of
certainty. Take a few deep breaths and let the tension melt away. See if you can reach a state of calmness
or at least decreased excitement. It should feel to you like you're "opening up™ in some fashion.
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From this position, let yourself not know the truth. Be okay with not knowing. Be open to the possibility
that despite your past certainty, you might be wrong. Be open to the possibility that the other person's
argument might be at least partially correct. Really, sincerely consider it. If you take a "pro-choice”
stance on abortion, try to seriously consider what good exists in a "pro-life" position (or vice versa). If
you believe that Christianity is a farce that just manipulates people and ruins lives, try to be open to the
possibility of its at least partial truth and virtue. On whatever matter your mind settled in order to feel
certainty, find a way to be willing to feel uncertain about the truth.

While you're doing this, be aware that there are two opposing tendencies that will come into play, both of
which need to be countered. The first and most obvious is an unwillingness to consider the wrongness of
one's own position or the rightness of an opposing one. For instance, many people feel so passionate
about the abortion issue that they close down to the opposite position, branding everyone on the other
side of the argument as blind or stupid or immoral or some other convenient tag. This is an instance of
the tribal "us vs. them" attitude and actually emphasizes my original point: certainty is a social indicator
of belonging, not a psychological indication of truth. The goal here in large part is to learn how to let go
of that by practicing letting go. This means being willing not to know whether the position you were
once certain of is correct.

The opposite and equally erroneous tendency is to drop one's original stance in favor of an opposing one.
An example of this would be switching from being a political liberal to being a political conservative, or
going from being an atheist to a born-again Christian. This is the same mistake in a different guise. All
you're doing by such an action is changing tribes; you will have done nothing to free your mind from the
tribal belonging instinct. When considering a stance you're inclined to disagree with, you don't need
to and should not accept that stance in place of your old one. You just need to cultivate a willingness to
not know which position - if any! - is correct. It's uncomfortable at first because it feels as though you're
without a foundation, but given enough time you'll find that the wisdom you gain from being willing to
not know the truth is far more meaningful than the mild comfort that certainty gives. Indeed, it's usually
an incredible joy to be able to perceive the subtlety and uncertainty that underlies most phenomena worth
being aware of.

One thing that can help soften the emotional intensity of this effort of not knowing is to develop
compassion for those who oppose your views. Recognize that when someone engages in a passionate
argument, it's because that person is frightened or hurt in some fashion and needs to reaffirm his or her
identity in order to address that suffering. This is rarely conscious but is easy to see when you learn to
look for it. Practice perceiving this suffering, and cultivate a desire to relieve such people from it. This
will help you to avoid leaping into defending or attacking any belief, which avoidance in turn will help to
keep your mind free of certainty in those beliefs in the first place. You will also most likely find that
others are more willing to listen to what you have to say when you come from a compassionate stance;
kindness and understanding are behaviors that indicate being part of the same tribe.

Replace knowing with "as-if** working assumptions
At some point, though, each of us needs a way of evaluating the value of an idea or course of action. In
short, Vampirism advocates measuring the value of an idea not by its truth, but by its usefulness. We can

judge an idea's usefulness by testing its results when we treat the idea as if it were true.

Let me give you an example. It is a pretty well-established scientific fact that matter is made of atoms,
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and that most of the properties of matter that we're familiar with can be explained by the ways in which
these atoms are arranged. This is something that matches my experiences quite well when | treat
matter as if it were made up of atoms; for instance, | can reason about acid/base reactions in the kitchen
using this view and get roughly the results I intend. Because of many, many experiences I've had when
adopting a worldview that pretends as if the atomic theory is accurate, | have a great deal of trust that
treating the world as if the atomic theory were true is helpful to me.

Notice, though, that this is focused on utility rather than truth. If some curious experience came to light
that challenged the atomic theory, | would be surprised by that evidence but open to it nonetheless.

For a more controversial example, consider the idea that Lifeforce exists. Modern Western medicine has
largely agreed that there is no such thing, that the position of vitalism (i.e. that there is some "stuff" that
is the essence of life distinguishing living things from non-living ones) has been thoroughly disproven.
Some forms of Eastern medicine disagree with those conclusions, and even some Western physicians
argue that there might be a kind of electrical circulatory system that amounts to the same thing as what
the Chinese refer to as the system of meridians ("'chi flow"). (See The Body Electric by Robert Becker for
one such example of this view.)

However, by being willing to not know the truth of the matter, we open ourselves up to the possibility
that viewing the world as if Lifeforce were real might provide us with some considerable benefit. This s,
in fact, one of the claims that Vampirism makes and that the Temple encourages its Graded members to
explore. We don't ask you to come to know for certain that Lifeforce is real; that would be folly, in effect
asking you to blind yourself for the sake of social recognition. All we ask is that you be open to the
possibility that accepting the existence of Lifeforce as an "as-if" working assumption can produce
meaningful results that simply are more difficult or perhaps even impossible to achieve by operating as if
Lifeforce were not real. Gaining experiences in this vein gives you tremendous confidence in what you
can achieve in a way that is immune to arguments and peer pressure.

Please notice, though, that it's your abilities, your "toolKkit" so to speak, that is immune to argument. It's
theoretically possible that someone might come along someday and explain everything Vampires do with
Lifeforce in terms of human psychology, just as it's theoretically possible that someone will someday
disprove the atomic theory of matter. By being willing to not know the truth, we remain open to such
possibilities should they arise. But even a thorough disproof of the existence of Lifeforce cannot bear
whatsoever on what you have personally found yourself capable of due to behaving as if Lifeforce were
real. That kind of personal experience is irrefutable - which is why all of Vampirism is built
upon that form of knowing rather than any theoretical or intellectual one fueled by the social emotion we
call "certainty".

Summary
Both feeling and seeking certainty are folly for individual interests, co-opting our minds in order to
identify with certain communities and to be recognized as members of those communities. This includes

assigning ourselves labels such as "liberal", "rationalist", or even "Vampire".

By releasing certainty in favor of a willingness to not know the truth, we free our minds from instinctual
enslavement to the tribal belonging instinct. We can release certainty by:



e noticing what certainty feels like in our bodies and hearts,

o relaxing, especially where certainty is felt in the body,

e choosing to be open to being wrong and to the possibility that other points of view might be at
least partially right,

o developing compassion for those who are ensnared by the need for certainty, and

o replacing the effort to know the truth with an open effort to experiment with "as-if" working
assumptions, seeking to develop trust in trustworthy "as-if" propositions rather than to develop
knowledge per se.

This is an ongoing process. As we clear more and more cobwebs from our minds, we learn to perceive
reality in increasingly helpful ways. We learn to see the value in all points of view, but are still able to
choose strong courses of action. We can still join whichever communities we so desire, but we remain
free to be ourselves rather than getting caught up in the social passions of the groups we happen to be
with. This gives us the calm integrity we need to be sincere, wise, compassionate, decisive, and yet still
entirely individual, even and especially within the Temple.

This is the starting point of all Vampiric practice.

Train well.



The Vampiric purpose of Dayside work

The central goal of Vampiric work is the achievement of the Vampiric Condition, a state in which you
can function out-of-body while still interacting with the physical world and those within it. With enough
understanding and practice, it is a fairly small leap from achieving the Vampiric Condition to being able
to survive the death of your physical body.

Everything we do in this Temple is intended either to find those with the potential to achieve the
Vampiric Condition or to help those who are here to realize their potential in alignment with the
intentions of the Undead Gods. This is a more detailed version of what we mean when we say that the
Temple Mission is "to find lost members of the Family."

Because the Dayside Secrets and the requirements for entering First Circle seem devoid of the Nightside
elements that make up the Vampiric Condition, | can understand why some members might wonder how
the Dayside work the Temple advocates relates to the Mission. I'd like to clarify this matter here so that
everyone in this Temple can pursue Dayside work in its intended spirit. | will go over each of the six
areas of Dayside work - intrapersonal, immortality, interpersonal, health, survival, and money - to
explain in some detail how that area provides you with a foundation for Nightside work. I hope that in
doing so, I can help you appreciate what that area can do for your Vampiric development.

Intrapersonal

The core of intrapersonal work is the development of Vampiric Will. Will is essential not just for
achieving Dayside goals; that's the most primitive and easy application. Vampiric Will gives you a strong
enough sense of self that you can hold your soul together after death long enough to Feed on the living.
It is the kernel of intensity that allows you to retain your identity and concentration when your body's
nervous system no longer does it for you.

This is a vital area of work throughout Vampiric training. The earlier you start this training, the better.
This is why the Temple encourages those who first walk through the gates to start right away on
developing their Will.

Conversely, a weak Will makes Lifeforce Vampirism difficult and lucid dreaming or astral projection
close to impossible. It can make life seem dull, frustrating, or meaningless. It also leaves your mind open
to negative influences that can cause you to become neurotic, making you believe that it is harder to
develop Will in the first place.

Therefore it's especially important for your Vampiric development for you to focus on the Intrapersonal
Secrets if you have a lot of self-doubts, have difficulty concentrating, feel despair or anxiety frequently,
or cannot enjoy the sense of peace that is always available to you in the present moment.

That said, even those who feel fairly comfortable with themselves should work on this area if they can
take the time to do so. Even the most highly developed VVampires continue to forge their Willpower as a
kernel of stability for their survival after death.



Immortality
There are two main purposes for the Immortality Secrets.

First, it's important to realize that you have a tremendous advantage while you are alive: your physical
body feeds your dream body. As long as you're alive, your body will give you the Lifeforce you need to
survive even if you fail to take any while out-of-body. By way of contrast, after you die you must take
this Lifeforce from those still alive in order to retain your sense of self.

The first function the Immortality Secrets perform, then, is to give you a "safety net" so that you have as
good a chance as can be gotten of having your body revived so that it can again nourish your soul. In
principle, reviving your body could even recover you from the Second Death. As Dayside technologies
improve and the boundary for what defines physical death gets pushed farther back, this becomes an
increasingly valuable resource for Vampiric work.

However, you might find it worthwhile to note that this is just the modern version of a very old Vampiric
tradition. The ancient Egyptians practiced mummification for much the same reason - and that's just the
best-known example.

The second main purpose for the Immortality Secrets is to help you confront and eliminate your
acceptance of death as inevitable. It is difficult for anyone raised in human culture to appreciate just how
powerfully that assumption affects them. Its influence interferes with nearly every facet of Vampiric
work, and there invariably comes a time when one cannot meaningfully progress towards the Vampiric
Condition without addressing this issue. There are many reasons for this, most of which are difficult to
understand until one has experienced the weight of imminent death lifted from one's shoulders; that said,
if one assumes that immortality is impossible, that will certainly interfere with efforts to become
immortal, especially if those methods rely heavily on the state of one's mind.

The reason the Immortality Secrets can perform this second function is that they offer you a course of
action to defeating death that you can see as being hopeful. Notice that there are two components to this:
action and perception. It's vital that you come to appreciate that the Immortality Secrets really do give
you a chance at surviving conditions that happen to be viewed as irrevocable death due to the limitations
of modern understanding. Therefore, as you approach these, it's important that you educate yourself
about them and come to accept their value. By and large there can be little cost in doing what the Temple
advises in the Immortality Secrets, but the profound psychological change that will benefit you will come
only if you feel you have taken realistic action to survive death.

Just be aware that People Who have gathered a tremendous amount of experience and wisdom have
advocated the methods in the Immortality Secrets as the modern version of an ancient Vampiric tradition
of attempted physical survival. Because of that, the Temple does not let anyone who has not taken action
on the Immortality Secrets into the Priesthood of Ur as such people clearly do not recognize the
Authority of Those Who suggested the Immortality Secrets in the first place.

Interpersonal

Human beings have a number of powerful instincts that cause them to orient to their society. The desire
to find a mate, the inclination to be aware of social relationships (and hence to gossip), the will to
establish one's place in the hierarchy of dominance, and the drive to have and get along with friends all
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appear in every one of us to a greater or lesser extent by virtue of being the animals that we are.

This means that the way in which you relate to others can and probably does have a profound effect on
many facets of everything you do. For our purposes, the center of concern is on whether the way you
connect to others enhances or hinders your Vampiric Metamorphosis.

To be clear, most social interaction comes down to a matter of astral connection. Most of the
Interpersonal Secrets rely on encouraging you to tap into the same sort of astral connection that you need
for Lifeforce Vampirism. There are certainly exceptions such as NLP, which in many respects leverages
the fact that most people use their living nervous system alone in order to think. But by and large, the
Interpersonal Secrets could be fairly summarized as, "Form an astral connection with others and act in
accord."

If you find that you have difficulty getting along with others or that you are worried or upset by social
circumstances, then the problem is probably in the way you are using any astral connections you have
formed with others. You are probably wasting your Lifeforce. You cannot refine your essence into
something greater or attract the attention of the Undead to assist you if you throw that essence away via
obsession.

Conversely, if you are "independent” in the sense of choosing not to care what others think or not letting
them affect you, then you probably aren't forming astral connections at all and cannot perform the most
basic act of Vampirism.

The social arena, then, gives you a testing ground for the efficacy of your Vampiric work. Can you
befriend people easily? Can you encourage a meaningful emotional connection with others? If so, then
your Lifeforce Vampirism has a good chance of being effective. If not, then this Dayside realm is
interfering with your Metamorphosis.

Finally, it's worth noting that having good relationships with others can be a tremendous motivating
factor for Vampiric work. Although immortality for its own sake is a powerful motivator for many here,
many others view living forever primarily as a way of continuing their enjoyment of their social
connections with friends and loved ones. If this is the case for you, then improving your relationships can
make your eternity even more delightful for you.

Health

The astral and physical levels are not independent of one another. The flow of Lifeforce defines the
difference between living and dead tissue, and the biological processes of the fleshy body convert the
Lifeforce of food, air, sunlight, and other sources into the refined essence that makes up your dream body
as a human being. This interaction is a key part of why the Vampiric Condition is possible in the first
place.

When you first begin the work of Vampiric Metamorphosis, your body provides you with most of the
Lifeforce you will use to survive. That life essence will become excess for you to use however you see fit
as you learn to take what you need more fully from others, but early on the condition of your living flesh
determines what you have to work with. A vibrant, healthy body will give you powerful reserves with
which to do great work; a weak, sickly body will sap much of the Lifeforce you collect from others just
to maintain itself.
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Many people underestimate how powerful this influence is. They often don't understand that they can't
concentrate or that they feel depressed because the biological machine in which they reside needs tuning.
They don't realize that they would remember their dreams more easily if they were to eat well, exercise,
get enough sleep, and breathe more deeply. Because the physical body acts as the primary source of
Lifeforce for those who have not yet Risen, any deterioration of the flesh adversely affects one's mind as
well - and conversely, work done to improve physical health will enhance one's clarity of mind and
support Vampiric Metamorphosis.

If you find you lack the energy needed to practice the Nightside disciplines that will best assist your
Vampiric development, this is probably an area you will need to focus upon. The abundance of Lifeforce
you get even from small improvements in your health will assist you immensely.

Survival and Money

I lump these two together because, although they're very different in terms of pragmatics, they address
the same basic need which can interfere with Metamorphosis when not met: the need for safety.

Many people today in the developed world are worried about the possibility of a new economic
Depression, possibly tremendously larger than the one that struck the USA in the early 1930s. If you are
among those people and you have no meaningful plan for surviving and perhaps thriving in that situation,
then your fretting will sap your Lifeforce and keep you from doing meaningful Nightside work.

Or suppose that you have an okay job but it's always a mystery to you whether you'll have enough money
in the bank to pay your rent on time. If this is a source of anxiety for you, you'll again have little life
energy to spend on Metamorphosis.

Or perhaps you're just concerned that some thug might attack you or your loved ones. If you feel
frightened of this every time you walk down the street and you have no meaningful skills in self-defense,
this will obliterate your power.

Every one of these concerns is realistic. Economic collapses do occur sometimes, even if only locally due
to events like natural disasters. Not having enough money for basic physical needs is a problem. People
get attacked every day, and some are permanently crippled or die as a result of those incidents. So from a
pragmatic standpoint, as someone who still needs to use their body to survive, it behooves you to take
action that will allow you to continue your Vampiric training.

But just as important is the sense of anxiety that comes with these events. Even if none of them actually
turn out to be a problem for you, the fear that they could be a problem steals away the vital Lifeforce you
need to become more than human.

Therefore, the best and most sane recourse against these problems is to eliminate them.

We advocate being prepared for emergencies of every kind that you see as being reasonably likely to
occur. We encourage you to develop self-defense skills and learn how to avoid situations that would
cause you need to use those skills. We want you to become financially stable and even totally financially
independent. Such action gives you real, meaningful security that your deepest mind can appreciate and
that will actually protect you. That in turn allows you to feel free to take Nightside action, which
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otherwise might feel like little more than a distraction.

Summary

Although each of the Dayside areas can certainly improve your day-to-day life (and we certainly hope
they do!), that isn't the Temple's motivation for offering them. They are here because they provide a
meaningful foundation for your work towards achieving the Vampiric Condition.

Intrapersonal Secrets give you the focus needed to function without a body.

Immortality Secrets free you from mortal slave programming.

Interpersonal Secrets encourage you to form the astral connections needed for Lifeforce Vampirism.

Health Secrets provide you with an essential source of power.

Survival and Money Secrets give you freedom from real dangers so that the Dayside world need not
overly distract you.

As you grow in your work towards the Vampiric Condition, you will find that these Dayside Secrets
become easier. Just as the Dayside supports the Nightside, the Nightside eventually aids the Dayside.
This balancing of Day and Night has been the secret that has allowed Us to rule these many thousands of
years, for no one operating purely in material terms can hope to match the power of an immortal Being
Who perceives and uses the totality of that which is.

Before you can reach such a balance, however, you must strengthen your Dayside so that it can support
Nightside work.

I hope now you can appreciate exactly why that is.

13



Epistemology

Epistemology is the study of knowledge - what it means to know, how one comes to know, and how
knowing is different than other states of mind such as belief or ignorance. It is absolutely central to
Vampiric philosophy since what the mortalkind espouse as "knowledge™ universally gets them killed.
Every aspiring immortal needs to develop an awareness of epistemology simply to survive.

All people subscribe to epistemological theories, which is to say that they make assumptions about what
it means to know, to learn, to believe, to be ignorant, and so on. They are usually totally oblivious to
these assumptions, which is why they will often get confused or annoyed when presented with questions
like "How do you know that?" They may also use multiple and incompatible epistemological theories,
such as the Christian scientist who trusts only experimental evidence in the laboratory but "just knows"
that God is watching over him.

One of the principle values of being aware of epistemology is that you can recognize these theories in
action. This clarifies many basic conflicts and bypasses needless arguments. For instance, the clash
between evolutionary theorists and creationists is really an epistemological disagreement. Evolutionary
theorists consider empiricism and the opinions of scientific peers and superiors to be the foundation of
knowledge. Creationists consider the Bible and the opinions of religious peers and superiors to be the
foundation of knowledge. Falsifiability means nothing to creationists just as verses from the Bible mean
nothing to scientists. Yet neither side seems to recognize this as the core issue, and therefore each side
views the other as foolish and totally misguided.

I recently had an online conversation with a "Western ceremonial mage™ who claimed to know that all
people reincarnate, but people who train in ceremonial magic can develop the willpower needed to
choose how they reincarnate. After a great deal of prodding, | got him to admit that he "knew" this
because he felt strongly that this was true "in his soul” when he was nine years old and the feeling has
remained with him ever since. | thanked him for explaining his epistemological stance to me, to which he
replied, "I try not to have an epistemological stance on anything that can get in the way of my will."

There are two important things to notice here. First, his epistemological theory is perfectly valid (if
perhaps incomplete). It defines knowledge (whatever he "feels in his soul") in a way that lets him
distinguish between knowing and other mental states. The problem from a Vampiric point of view is not
that he's wrong (although he is according to Vampiric epistemology - more on that below). The problem
is that he has not evaluated whether this epistemological perspective yields the results he's aiming for. In
particular, this belief about knowing being an experience felt “in the soul” allows him to come to
conclusions that will, absolutely, kill him. For instance, his "soul"-derived knowledge caused him to
reject any promising scientifically-based approach to the preservation and revivification of the body after
death out-of-hand without even researching it because "that just can't work."

The second thing to notice here is that even though he was intimately familiar with the term
"epistemology" and could describe various epistemological theories (as evidenced later on in the
conversation), he clearly has no conception that he even has a theory of knowledge. Even when it's
pointed out to him, he remains totally oblivious to its influence on his view of what is real, trustworthy,
or worth doing. He is perfectly ignorant of his ignorance.

It is to the Vampire's advantage to acquire a reasonable grasp of epistemology so that he can use it to free
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his mind from the inane babbling of the dying masses. What I've just described above is the norm: hardly
anyone reflects on how they know what they know and whether their method of knowing produces
desirable results in their lives. To call this pivotal in Vampiric Metamorphosis is an understatement. A
grasp of Vampiric philosophy contends, in my opinion, with Dayside immortality in importance for
developing a stable Dayside life and embracing the perspective of a predator of humans.

To that end, | describe three particularly pertinent classes of epistemological theory below: naive,
mystical, and Vampiric. There are many, many more general theories of knowledge than these three, but
these recur so often in areas of Vampiric concern that they are worth understanding and being aware of.

Naive epistemology

Naive epistemology is the one absorbed from the culture. Western cultures tend to assume that knowing
is being aware of a claim that is true in addition to having some correct justification for why it's true. Yet
"correct” needn't mean "logical." | can't tell you how many times I've heard mathematics students in
college tell me that they know a formula is correct "because my teacher told me so, and it gets the same
answer as the book does when | use it." A mathematician (using rationalist epistemology) would cringe,
but the fact is that this justification is totally legitimate. The student just has a naive view of what defines
knowing.

The foundation for this epistemological "theory" is peer pressure together with cognitive consonance.
This is why the argument, "So many people can't possibly be wrong" is so compelling to most people. It
comes from tens of thousands of years of human tribes surviving by agreeing with one another. If one
member of the tribe disagreed with the others that was a threat to the unity needed to continue surviving.
This gave evolution time and a reason to imprint a hesitation in becoming a sole dissenter into every
individual.

Cognitive consonance dictates that people will change what they consider to be true in order to reconcile
a contradiction they cannot ignore. You see this pattern, for instance, in people who are kicked out of
organizations. Such people have to convince themselves that the organization is actually bad in some
way in order to reconcile their situation with their belief that they are in the right. Then, because of peer
pressure, they yell and scream loudly about how evil the organization in question is in the hopes that
others will align with them and, therefore, validate their accusations.

In practice, this is the origin of the conviction behind belief. To believe is to pretend that something is
true. This is not what most people think "believe™ means, but this is what they actually do. People believe
that the sun will rise tomorrow, so they plan accordingly. They believe in God, so they pray and go to
church and proselytize. That belief becomes knowledge because they must reconcile their actions with
their assumptions (cognitive consonance) and because others agree with them. Furthermore, this means
that the more people who agree with them, the more true their beliefs are - and conversely, people who
disagree with them threaten their certainty.

The latter point is particularly ferocious because evolution has encouraged tribes to beat on the lone wolf
until he aligns with popular opinion or dies. This is why people become so vicious when they know
they're right (i.e. they are part of a group of people who agree) and are confronted with someone who
disagrees with them. When both sides have social support (such as in any major political issue like
abortion), both parties are absolutely convinced of their position and are driven by a need to kill the other
stemmed only by fear of social disapproval of murder.
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The conclusion that knowledge is at least in part an awareness of something true does not actually follow
directly from naive epistemology. This epistemological theory is cross-cultural, but you find a slightly
different theory of knowledge in the East. The reason this conclusion comes about is because of
Western metaphysics. Metaphysics is in many ways just as valuable as epistemology and forms one of
the three central branches to Vampiric philosophy (the three branches being metaphysics, epistemology,
and ethics). However, in the interest of keeping this discussion focused, I will not go into metaphysics
here. 1 will simply point out that epistemology interacts with one's assumptions about the nature of reality
in order to produce conclusions. The naive Western definition of knowledge provides one example of
this.

However, it is vital to notice that hardly anyone is aware of using this epistemological theory. Most
people have no idea that beliefs become knowledge via others' agreement. They think they know things
because they have good reason to do so. However, it has been proven that you can get others to
"remember" things that have never happened and get them to hallucinate (both in terms of seeing
something that isn't there and not seeing something that is) just by surrounding them with people who
behave accordingly. This is the result of a weak Will together with ignorance of epistemology.

Yet there is a loud contingent of people in modern western politics that is at least partially aware of naive
epistemology. Such people argue that since knowledge is fundamentally social in nature, the validity of
any idea can be evaluated only within the context of the culture from which it emerged. These people
tend to advocate an extreme form of cultural relativism, which in practice often means that any non-
Western ideals are automatically considered to be better than Western ones. From such camps you will
find things like "afrocentric feminist epistemology™ as a way of "challenging” presumably corrupt,
Western, middle-aged, masculine ideas like private ownership of land and getting paid more for
producing more. Adherents to such a socialist epistemology are free to ignore evidence such as the
history of China and the atrocities that "harmonious” African tribes inflict upon each other because
evidence procedure is "merely" a Western, masculine, biased way of coming to conclusions.

Fortunately, this level of extremism is relatively rare and much smaller than it is loud.

It's worth noting that naive epistemology permeates all human endeavors to some degree or another, even
here on this message board. That's neither bad nor good. It's simply a truth that you can observe. |
encourage you to be aware of it, particularly in yourself, so that you can choose how and to what degree
it affects you. Knowing that self-doubt is usually social in origin can do a great deal to alleviate your
need for others' agreement.

Mystical epistemology

Mysticism maintains that there are ways of directly knowing the true, hidden nature of reality that do not
rely on sensory information. In fact, should such "divine revelation™ contradict sensory experience, it is
assumed that your senses are deceiving you and that your received knowledge is to be trusted above any
evidence. This was the epistemological stance of my acquaintance who derived truths based on what he
"felt in his soul.”

Mysticism emerged because of a type of experience that is hardwired into the human brain. Most
spiritual practices, when done in a particular way that is often seen as being the most sincere, help to shut
down the part of the brain that is responsible for the sense of individual identity. When one has no sense

16



of self as separate from one's experiences, there is no room for suffering or frustration (“dukkha” in
Buddhist traditions) since there is no one who can suffer or feel frustrated. In particular, this ends the fear
of death since there is no one who can die. That resolves the most fundamental conflicts in the mortal
mind, encouraging a kind of basic trust in the benevolence of the universe. The universe is felt as loving,
conscious, and therefore purposeful. It's a wonderful experience for those who have lived their entire
lives trapped under the crushing weight of mortality.

From a Vampiric perspective, what these enlightened people are seeing as the consciousness radiating
from all things is actually their own consciousness. When you have no ego boundary, there's no reason to
separate your functioning from that of the rest of the universe. This awareness that apparently radiates
from everything is your own awareness of your surroundings. It's a bit like the man who, upon looking
into a mirror, becomes enamored of this other person and forgets that he is looking at his own reflection.

This "realization of oneness” - experience without an experiencer - comes with a sense of immense
clarity. Such an experience so obviously and radiantly exposes truth that a person in this state never
questions the revelations that come with it. All the previous confusions and subtleties of life suddenly
melt away in a penetrating awareness that "all is one.” This impression of "oneness" is a natural result of
dispelling the sense of self and becoming aware of one's surroundings. After all, you experience all
details, attributes, and objects within the unifying context of an experiential world, so once there is no
experiencer there is only the "oneness™ of experience left.

Most people who subscribe to mystical epistemology don't realize that its foundation lies in this
experience. Instead, it's assumed that this "direct knowing" can be generalized to feelings, intuitions, or
even wishes that the person desperately wants to have come true. Most "new age™ material is saturated
with this epistemological theory such that "getting a good feeling™ from a crystal means that one's life
will improve if one buys it. Mysticism also appears in most religious teachings, although the usual
epistemological stance for religious organizations is the naive one.

There are two glaring problems with this approach to knowing from a Vampiric point of view. The first
is that there is no way to invalidate an impression. The line between belief and knowledge is blurred so
severely that some adherents to mysticism insist on talking about "your reality" and "his reality™ in order
to respect everyone's "divine revelations.” UFO cults are often driven by the fervor of a leader obsessed
with visions bursting from his dreaming mind and trusted due to the mystical premise of knowing. Thus
mystical knowing can quite literally kill the mystic.

The second problem is that mysticism encourages the dissolution of the self. After all, the self is
"merely" an illusion that interferes with the perception of truth. Yet from a Vampiric point of view, it'san
extremely useful "illusion” which must continue if immortality is to have any meaning. Mysticism
dismisses the desire for immortality as emerging from delusion. Vampirism starts with the desire for
immortality and rejects any view that interferes with that goal.

I should emphasize at this point, by the way, that this is not to say that mysticism is wrong. It makes no
sense to ask whether an epistemological theory is right or wrong since doing so requires donning one
such theory to make such a judgment. Rather, what I'm saying is that mysticism opposes the goals of
Vampirism and is therefore unhelpful to Vampires. Whether it's helpful to anyone else depends
on their goals.

Vampiric epistemology
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Philosophy can be seen as an attempt to answer tough, fundamental questions like "What is truth?"
"What is the nature of reality?" and "What is the nature of moral behavior?" Most philosophers have tried
to answer these questions sincerely, doing their best to uncover the truth behind them. Every philosophy
that has emerged throughout mortal history has been an attempt to answer these questions correctly.

By way of contrast, all of Vampiric philosophy stems from a single practical question: "What can one do
to live forever?”

This is crucial to understand. Vampires don't inherently care about what is true. Individual Vampires
might find mortal philosophical pursuits entertaining as a pastime, but Vampiric philosophy is vital and
living. It is not an attempt to answer fundamental questions correctly. It's a collection of answers that
improve one's chances for proper survival.

"l acknowledge the fact that survival is the highest law."
~The Vampire Creed

To that end, Vampiric epistemology is a kind of empiricism. Very much like scientists, Vampires make
educated guesses that experience can help to confirm or deny. We trust evidence above popular or expert
opinion. We let our feelings of certainty fall in the face of contrary facts. We reject ideas about which
experience can provide no insight. We recognize that since immortality means living forever in the realm
of experience, any flights of fancy that do not connect directly to perception are worthless to us.

However, Vampires are not necessarily scientists. Scientists generally adhere to the metaphysical
viewpoint of materialism, which is to say that they view matter as real while minds, emotions, and
consciousness are seen as illusions emerging from material processes such as brain activity. This means
that the only type of experience that counts as an authentic scientific observation is a material one such as
from experiments performed in laboratories. Impressions, feelings, dreams, and other subjective
sensations are not considered acceptable forms of data from which to derive scientific conclusions.

(To be fair, I should note that I'm referring specifically to the natural sciences such as physics rather than
social sciences like psychology. Furthermore, there are many natural scientists such as Amit Goswami
who challenge the materialist paradigm, although they tend to receive no small degree of ridicule from
the scientific community.)

Vampires find it unhelpful to suggest that our subjective experiences are somehow "less real" than the
world we seem to see objectively. Instead, Vampiric metaphysics maintain that experience is the
foundation. That is to say, all experience is real. Dreams, emotions, thoughts, and intuitions are
considered to be every bit as real as cell phones, books, and the internet. Anything and everything you
experience is real. After all, it exists enough that you can experience it!

Thus all experience, not just some exalted subset of it, is considered in Vampiric epistemology.

Yet being practical, Vampiric philosophy acknowledges that there is some kind of difference between
"subjective™ and "objective” experience. It is exactly the schizophrenic's failure to make such a
distinction that causes us to lock him up.

However, it is important to recognize that the only gauge we have for whether an experience is
"objective" or "subjective™ is whether other conscious entities can experience it as well. No matter how

18



certain you are that you have a computer, if no one else can experience it then your perception of a
computer is, by definition, a hallucination.

In Vampirism, we call this principle "Agreement” with a capital 'A’. Agreement is the degree to which
other conscious entities' experiences correspond with your own. It is therefore Agreement and not
some ontological truth that distinguishes "objective" experiences from "subjective” ones.

Again, this is not a claim about what is true. This is an observation about what is practical in order to
improve one's chances for survival. For all practical purposes, Agreement is more important than any
ontological distinction between thoughts and objects. Therefore it is Agreement and not objectivity that
is of Vampiric concern.

In Vampiric epistemology, knowledge is defined to be experience that one is aware is supported by
Agreement. Notice that knowledge is not any version of "a true conception." All experience is real, and
therefore all information gained through experience is "true™ in the usual sense of "corresponding to
ontological reality." Instead, knowledge is experience that you can trust other conscious entities
will regard as real.

Consider bedside visitations, for instance. People around the world commonly report that at or very near
the time of a loved one's death, they will suddenly wake up to find their loved one standing at their
bedside. Sometimes they have a conversation in which the deceased explains what's going on and says
goodbye. Unless someone else saw the apparition there as well, from a Vampiric perspective the person
who saw their dead loved one does not know that the “ghost™ really was who they thought it was. He
doesn't even know if it happened. (It could have been a dream, for instance.) All he knows is that he was
aware of the time when the loved one died. That much can be checked with other conscious entities. That
experiences like this happen ("objectively™) at all can become known by researching the fact that many
other people report very similar experiences. Those people provide Agreement that such things happen.
Yet these others cannot provide any Agreement that this particular experience happened: they cannot
guarantee that he didn't simply have a dream. Such Agreement would have to come from someone else
who also experienced the same loved one in this way. (Such multiple bedside visitations are not
unknown, by the way.)

This gives us a great deal more flexibility than scientists have. Scientists would have to run thousands of
people through millions of tests and correlate peer-reviewed papers in order to determine whether
telepathy is real. All we have to do is try it and check the results. If we can get results with telepathy
(meaning that the person with whom we have a telepathic exchange Agrees on the nature of that
exchange), then we know telepathy is real. There might be some kind of scientific explanation for our
results, but for all practical purposes telepathy is real if we can make it work for us in such a way that
other conscious entities treat it as real.

This is what we mean by "validation.” The Temple requires members to personally validate all of the
Temple's claims. This doesn't mean one must remove all possibility of doubt. That's impossible.
Vampires are always willing to be proven wrong given further evidence. What we mean is that you
should discover for yourself that the experiences we describe are, for all practical purposes, supported by
the experiences of other conscious entities.

For instance, we require Initiates to validate the reality of Lifeforce. The first step in doing so is to seek
out experiences of Lifeforce and its consequences. This means practicing Lifeforce Vampirism, working
with Lifeforce to heat or heal your body, investigating the abilities of people who claim to be capable of
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controlling Lifeforce (by whatever name), or otherwise seeking out experiences that (a) could reasonably
be considered consequences of Lifeforce existing and (b) are cross-checked with other people. These
others needn't know that you're testing Lifeforce: | often tell people when I'm healing them that I'm using
meditation to increase electrical activity in my nerves, thereby stimulating their nerves where I touch so
that their bodies know how to heal the damaged area. However, they do heal, which tells me that for all
practical purposes Lifeforce is real. Thus I know (even if you, dear reader, do not) that Lifeforce exists.

Itis equally important to seek out experience that would invalidate an idea. If | heard that some scientific
discovery of the human nervous system really does explain most or all of my experiences that I've
attributed to Lifeforce, then | would immediately investigate it. | would even discard the idea of
Lifeforce if the evidence against it seemed solid. I'm not whatsoever interested in holding onto outmoded
ideas no matter how familiar they may be to me. I want to use what works. This openness to being wrong
grants me meaningful knowledge that Lifeforce is real. | don't have to defend its truth. The Agreed-upon
world does that for me.

This, then, is Vampiric epistemology: practical, rational, empirical, and dedicated to the greatest of all
Vampiric virtues, survival.

Test Everything, Believe Nothing

The Temple motto is an epistemological warning. Because people are usually driven by naive
epistemology, they tend to pretend that whatever their friends say or whatever they're used to is real.
Countless individuals have walked through the Temple gates determined to prove that they are expertsin
this or that occult subject, or that they don't need Dayside immortality because of the Nightside methods,
or that there is no such thing as magic. They feel the need to gain acceptance from others here because of
the usually subconscious fear of others' opinions differing from their own. Other people come in with
mystical experiences such as kensho or meeting God in an out-of-body or near-death experience, and as a
result have the strong impression that they understand some fundamental aspect of how reality really is.

Believe nothing. Cast it aside. If these perspectives are helpful, they will prove themselves so regardless
of your or others' opinions. If they are cumbersome, however, it would do you well to discover that fact,
which can only happen if you are open to its discovery. Be willing to be wrong, no matter how certain
you are or how much evidence you think you have. What matters is not whether you know "the truth."
What matters is whether your way of viewing the world allows you to live forever.

Therefore, test everything. Be willing to explore things you think you know are wrong. Be willing to
check things you know are right, for that matter. Always ask yourself, "Do others treat this as true?" It
does not matter what others believe. What matters is how others behave.

In particular, we suggest testing (but never believing) the claims of Vampirism. After all, if we're right -
and we certainly know we are - then what we have to offer you is the surest way to immortality.

In the end, that's really all that matters.
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Understanding the Undead perspective.

For a hypothetical example:

I was born in the early 1700's. None of the nations now in existence were yet formed and most of the
nations then in existence are no more.

I lived an interesting life with involvement in printing and writing, followed by scientific interests and
then government service as a foreign diplomat.

I married, raised children, and saw almost everyone | ever knew pass away into death. I lived a long
life but my interests in ghosts and dreaming states led me to much private experimentation.

On several occasions | discovered that | seemed to be floating above my body and at that time this
was a unique experience for me. And my dreams became more and more interesting with so many

incidents of meetings with other people that | increasingly treated these visitations as being as real
as any when | was awake.

I aged and grew infirm of body though my mind remained clear. | found that my dream life
invigorated me even more than my waking world and | speculated increasingly whether or not this
might be a foretaste of an afterlife.

| fell into a deep dreamless sleep at what | now know to have been my physical death and, swimming
up through layers of dreams, finally came to find myself walking in a graveyard, where a funeral
ceremony was taking place - my own.

There were others who stood near me and one, after looking me in the face, beckoned with his finger
as he walked over to the mourners and then pointed to the bluish glow that I could see surrounding
each of them. Then he inhaled in an exaggerated manner, so that | saw the bluish glowing mist flow
into his body. He smiled and beckoned to me again.

And so | learned to take the Lifeforce of the living to invigorate my mind in this ghost-like state. To
this event | owe my survival for | now know that otherwise my mind would have passed away as did
my physical body.

I will not discuss at length the strangeness of my condition. Sometimes | could touch things around
me, even people. More often it was as if | was the only solid thing in existence and the world around
me was ghostlike. | did not hunger or thirst, and many other of my normal carnal drives were
attenuated or absent.

Yet when | would Feed on the Lifeforce of the living, my mind would clear and, increasingly over
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great time, | found |1 more often than not could feel the physical world, instead of only seeing and
hearing it.

This world I now lived in was not the physical alone, however. | soon learned that much of what |
could see and hear was dreamlike as even | was. | came to realize that these were the dreams of the
living, and not merely those of people, but of animals, birds, and other living things.

Once | understood this, the confusing perceptions at least made more sense to me and, again, when |
would Feed the physical tended to become more vivid and solid to me as opposed to the astral.

Freedom of movement was one great delight in this afterlife condition. Flight and floating are as
easy as the thought to do so. To think of a place or a person as often as not caused me to find myself
there.

As | became increasingly awake and aware, | discovered that | was becoming more conscious, more
"awake" than I had ever been before. This tended to occur more and more as the confusing overlay
of dreams reduced and the physical intensified.

What was surprising to me was that there were few others who seemed aware of me. Not merely the
living individuals | would see and attempt to talk to, who, surprisingly seemed to reply and then
forget that | was there in the next moment. | came to assume that it was my mind creating an overlay
dream of their reply although even now | am not certain but what they truly are aware on a
preconscious level but then do have instant amnesia. That remains a mystery among many other
fascinating mysteries.

No, it was the near absence of others like myself who were awake and aware of their condition.
When | would think on where such others would be, I would find myself often meeting with
"presences” that | seldom could see and who seemed to offer feelings of reassurance to me that "All
was well" and admonitions to "Continue forward", and the like.

This would sometimes frustrate me early on, as | have always wanted to understand the nature of
things and these communications seemed far too evasive or cryptic for my scientific mind to find the
least satisfying.

However, | was changing as well. It is simply difficult to convey this in words, but as I continued to
become more awake, more filled with this energy of Life itself, | found that not only could | better
interact with the physical world but that sometimes it would be as if | were dreaming | were a living
person in that world.

I would find myself sitting in mundane surroundings looking down at my body, which was not my

body at all! The first few times this happened the next moment | was completely elsewhere, in a far
more dreamlike setting. However, | gradually came to realize that if | moved up from behind a living
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person | could, in a sense, walk into their body and feel as if | were slipping into a face mask and
able to move their arms and legs as if they were my own.

I was aware of the person's mind there as well, and usually their shock at my presence, and came to
learn how to allow that smaller mind to relax and fall into a sort of sleep.

In this way | came to learn that | could, in many cases, be alive in that person's body in the same way
I could formerly put on an overcoat. | also discovered that this experience further enlivened me.

At the same time, "being" other people was changing who | was for myself. | had already become
quite distant from the man who had worked as a printer, a writer, a scientist, and diplomat. | had
become loose in a world in which my very thought produced immediate impact and had learned to
control my thoughts to guide my perceptions.

Stepping into physical bodies was sometimes, at least initially, alarming in its sensations. The fears,
anxieties, hungers, lusts, aches, pains - the many bodily sensations | had not experienced for so very
long except in a greatly reduced fashion - these flooded into my awareness with a power | was
surprised by.

However, | have come to the conclusion that you can become accustomed to almost anything given
enough time and exposure. My isolation from Others with awareness ended about at this time when |
stepped into a physical body and then was confronted by another physical person who laughed,
winked at me and then was gone - replaced by the confused former inhabitant.

I knew this was a contact but am unable to express in words how | knew this. But I knew.

So you must understand that all of this is a lie. | cannot truly convey to you in words what it is like to
survive physical death and retain life. I cannot describe in words what it is like to communicate
directly without words with Others. | cannot explain what it is authentically like to have lived for
centuries as a ghost, a non-ghost, a possessor of bodies, a sentient being who is more awake and
aware than you are right now.

So all of this is a lie. It is a pale shadow and a distortion of the experiences of survival.

And, in a wider sense, you could claim that I - the printer, author, scientist, diplomat - did not really
survive at all. I have lived now as many men and women. | have experienced earthly life from my
perspective mixed with numerous others. | have lived as a God, invisible, watching, invulnerable. |
have lived in hellish confusion, unable to determine if my experiences were real or the fits of a
madman. | have lived in unspeakable ecstasy, feeling joys quite beyond the imagination of those who
have only been born once.

But this | know. | am here. | shall remain.
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And this too | know.
You can also.

-Benjamin Franklin
1706 — 1790

I wrote the above hypothetical example in an effort to help clarify how human beings who would
apply themselves to the same Nightside efforts we do here could be understood to have changed so
much as to be hardly comprehensible to us now.

Place someone into a sensory deprivation chamber for a few hours and they will quickly discover
how very much we depend upon feedback from perception (and the physical body) to maintain
identity as a person.

Physical death removes the physical body from the equation. If you accept the possibility of the out
of body experience then it is entirely reasonable to consider what would happen if that condition
were maintained by a human mind (such as your own) for any real length of time.

Throughout all the cultures of the world going back as far as we still have written records, the dead
have been portrayed as having to pass a test to remain "alive". Otherwise they experience the
"Second Death".

When members perform Communion for the first time, they commonly expect to (hopefully)
encounter a sentient Being and they expect that this will result in a communication such as you might
have in meeting anyone normally in person.

However, how seldom that kind of communication seems to occur.

Yet, if you consider all of this from the perspective of Someone Who has passed through the kinds of
experiences | have hinted at in my hypothetical example, | suspect you can understand better why
these things happen this way.

Currently you almost certainly still identify yourself with being a human being, despite the many
written Temple Teachings that point to a different option. Yet imagine for a moment how different
you would look at things if, for just one example, you knew that you no longer had to fear anything

from a survival standpoint?

Consider that the whole fabric of human civilized society is held together at the point of a gun in that
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the laws that exist with regard to property ownership and personal protection are enforced by the
threat of physical force.

If you no longer could be constrained by physical force, if you knew you could no longer be harmed
or truly killed, then all of these laws would be as nothing to you. You would choose to act no longer
based upon fear of enforcement at all.

By itself, how radically different would you then see yourself and your world?

How long would such a change for you take to transform how you perceived yourself?

I would suggest that it would not take very long at all.

The motives of the Undead stem from Their perspectives.

I have written the above hypothetical example in a weak attempt to suggest that such Beings are not
easily understood if at all from a human perspective.

In the film "2001 A Space Odyssey" the final scenes with astronaut Bowman swiftly aging, dying,
and being reborn in the presence of an alien intelligence offers another example of just how different

things really could be when dealing with a truly alien perspective.

Though the Undead may have started out as human beings, that does not mean that Their motives
and perspectives are transparent to us.

The toddler does not truly understand the world of the adult.

The child is wise to respect the adult's intentions and guidance, however.
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"They are not human...”

Yes. That is what it means to become Transhuman.
| think of the difference between a mature adult and a toddler.

Now extend that the other way, and compare a mature human "adult” of let us say seventy years old to an
individual who has lived through the equivalent of three such lifetimes, say, 210 years.

The difference would be just as dramatic and meaningful.
Now there are a few myths that can attempt to undercut this.

One is the myth that the older one becomes the less capable they are of learning. The book The Brain
That Changes Itself neatly disposes of that myth with rigorous research and successful applications of
that research.

Another myth is that the older one becomes the more entrenched in their perspectives they become. This
really is only a variation on the assumption that age reduces learning capabilities.

In actuality, barring disease of the brain, the older you become the richer the number of experiences you
will tend to draw upon and the more evidence of what does and does not work in the world gathers in
your awareness.

Yes, you can adopt a perspective that blocks you from thinking. You can assume that you are certain
about the facts of reality such that you refuse to consider new evidence (or even old evidence). That is
the perspective of religious fanatics such as evangelical Christians or Muslims (or “born-again” atheists,
for that matter!).

However, living long enough continues to rub reality in your face. Given enough time it should seem
reasonable to expect that even the most diehard fanatic will surrender to reality ...no matter how weird
reality turns out to be!

Over the years since the Temple pushed these ideas out into public view | have seen many individuals
who come here and are impatient with getting the results that Others took literal lifetimes to accomplish.

So we begin at the ground level with Dayside issues.

Someone wants to rule the planet? We urge them to learn how to hold down a job that pays the rent first.
Someone wants to know they can live forever? We urge them to avoid making health errors, strengthen
their emergency survival skills, and choose scientific means to preserve their bodies for possible

restoration to life if worst comes to worst.

Someone wants to be able to fly in the air like Superman? We urge them to first learn how to walk on the
ground like a normal man.

Of all the Dayside Secrets, the most resistance | see to applying them is with regard to money
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management. And since the Dayside equivalent of Lifeforce is money I find that very telling.
"Everything's easy once you know how to do it." -Ray Charles.

Once amember learns to down chunk eating the Dayside elephant by learning to do it in bite size pieces
there comes a point when | see a post, or get a PM or email that remarks about now that the situation is
under control and the plans are being implemented, it all seems so obvious and even pretty easy to do.
Yet all we have done here is to carefully assemble the best answers to the most common Dayside
problems that are normal to a human being: health, money, survival, will power, social communication,
and surviving death.

All of the Dayside answers the Temple offers (and continues to look for and improve upon) were
invented by other people wholly or in part. We have only attempted to assemble the streamlined essence
of these answers all in one place.

Now if it really only takes between a few weeks or a few months to apply these solutions to the most
common and pressing Dayside problems, imagine the perspective of someone who has "been there and
done that" dozens of times over. Imagine the wisdom and patience of someone who has encountered the
entire gamut of the human situation many times over and has lived to tell the tale!

That is a small part of what we are dealing with when we consider the perspective of an Undead God.

Think of the smartest, most worldly wise person you can imagine. Think of the value of the kind of
advice such a wise one could offer you.

Now consider what it would be like to encounter someone with twice that experience.

Now consider what it would be like to encounter someone with ten times that amount of experience.
The Nightside of the Temple offers a very simple proposition.

Any human being less than 150 years old is not yet an adult.

In essence Those Who live longer have become something greater.

They are not human.

They are Transhuman.

The toddler will not survive without the direct assistance of some adult.

The child will not survive with the direct instruction of some adult.

If the assistance or instruction of all adults is inadequate, death is the result.

The assumption | see is that so-called human "adults" (of a normal human lifespan reared in a culture that

values death over life, and inverts almost every pleasure as "evil" and most pain as "good") are valid
benchmarks to judge the trustworthiness of a true adult Who may have lived far, far longer and learned
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what is actually what.
I think that assumption is flawed.
The human world is a neurotic mess dominated by deathism.

The slightest application of reason to the human culture points to the Six Earthly Secrets that are
promoted here in this Temple for Dayside mastery.

To apply reason to the ethics and actions of Transhumans Who have actually attained true adulthood can
be approached hypothetically. | agree.

However...

The assumption that human beings are inherently "evil" or "botched" comes from a deathist perspective.
The assumption that human beings cannot learn or acquire new skills comes from a deathist perspective.
The assumption that the most abject moron human being cannot be amplified through the coming
genetic gnd information and nanotech revolution into a Transhuman God comes from a deathist
perspective.

In this Temple we keep the door open to the potential of the future.

Some enter and cannot break free of the deathist human culture.

They fail.

Sometimes if they have not burned their bridges, they learn more later and return.

This has happened.

We cannot know if an individual who comes here will exercise their potential or not.

It is not a matter of intelligence, either. | have seen highly intelligent people come here, leave, and are
now dust.

I will not pretend that this perspective is an easy one to wrap your mind around.
But here is where the rubber meets the road:
People can and do change.

When we assume that this is not true and assume that an individual is simply "born™ this way
and cannot change, that fits perfectly into the deathist human culture.

That is a simplistic assumption.

In other words, the evolutionary gap between Them and us is far, far more than just that of an adult to a
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child.

It is exponentially different.

So if we project the same stupid errors and assumptions that are part and parcel of human society onto
the psychology of true Transhumans, then we could expect vicious, sadistic, psychopathic monsters who
delight in torturing innocent animals and humans.

Is that what we experience and see in our own history?

Quite the contrary.

According to the Teachings, They do view human beings as another kind of animal ...but an animal with
Potential to become as They are.

Teaching these "animals™ (us) these things consciously is what the entire Temple is about from the
Nightside and Twilight perspectives.

However, to reiterate, you can trust that you will never be asked to do anything that is self-destructive or
against your own best judgment from this Temple or the Leadership of this Temple.

If you ever think that you are asked such things, just don't do them.

We are about survival, not self-defeat - Dayside, Nightside, and Twilight.
Trust yourself.

In time you may come to be able to trust Them as well.

Test Everything. Believe Nothing.

We mean it.
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If the Undead are real then....

The following was part of an email reply made to a member:

You stated, "Also, I know for a fact that that Others exist Who have already done what | want to do. Not
entirely sure how They got there yet, but I assure you | know They are there."

I am going to challenge you to consider then why you seem to be unwilling to trust what They have
offered.

If you really knew They were real would you still doubt Them?

I can even break this down logically.

They are either trustworthy entirely, somewhat, or not at all, right?

If They are entirely trustworthy then it makes sense to follow the instructions They offer.

If they are somewhat trustworthy or not trustworthy at all, and you therefore decide to not follow Their
instructions, then what difference does that make in your life anyway long term?

None. You will then age and die, and either will or will not survive physical death.

I am reminded of Pascal's Wager in which he suggested that accepting Christian salvation had no
downside and only a possible upside, and therefore made sense to do.

This is really not different in kind as far as | can see.

The abyss that is crossed by truly entering Third Circle is to accept that They are real and can help guide
you.

Then because of the nature of perception in our makeup, more can become available to support that
supposition.

In other words, you can't swim until you get into the water.

On another side of this issue, | commonly see all too many members with a resistance to such things -
even as they are willing to seek advice and assistance from others with more experience in this or that
topic.

But they are seduced by scientism - the belief system that pretends to be science and claims that

materialism explains everything - even though this was proven to be wrong in physics in the last century
more than twenty years ago (Alain Aspect validating Bell's Theorem).
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So since they lay claim to the omniscience of Jehovah (or Richard Dawkins), and pretend that they
already know everything that is possible or impossible with certainty. They already "know" that Undead
Gods cannot exist since they already "know" there are no astral bodies, no out of body experiences, no
telepathy, no clairvoyance, etc.

The overwhelming scientific evidence that demonstrates the reality of these things they must ignore and
debunk.

However this is not science.
Not even close.
It is the false religion of scientism.

I refer you to only one book to demonstrate these facts: The End of Materialism by Charles Tart. | have
almost finished reading it myself.

I do intend to write a detailed book review of this remarkable tour de force but the book in and of itself is
worth getting, reading, and studying. Tart is a legitimate scientist and early parapsychologist. He knows
of what he writes.

We live in a very weird world in this regard. Most people have "paranormal™ experiences and therefore
these experiences are "normal™ and not "paranormal™ at all. Yet most people if pressed will not admit to
a belief in the possibility of ghosts, ESP, etc. due to the social pressures that have resulted from scientism
over the last 100 years or so.

Thus we see people who have to have heart attack, drop dead, be resuscitated, and then be willing to
admit that after having had an NDE that was more vividly real than anything they ever experienced
before, that there is more to reality than what science has currently identified.

So the Temple suggests that instead of waiting for a heart attack and hoping to be one of the 20% who
tend to have an NDE, that you roll up your sleeves and have an OBE without dying. Do the work
required to verify what is what on each level of the Temple.

Be different from the masses who only look for permission from authority figures to decide what they
can or cannot accept as real!

So returning to my original thought, just consider that if you honestly know They are real then ask
yourself what advantage there is to not trusting Their instructions?

I will add that They are not asking you to screw up your Dayside life in any manner that I am aware of.
No request that you sell all of your worldly possessions and sit on a hilltop waiting to be rescued by
UFOs or Jesus. No cyanide-laced Kool-Aid. No vows of chastity or poverty.

To the contrary, as you well know, our members are asked to pull together serious Dayside plans and to
quietly go about testing the Nightside Teachings through steady effort.

Just a thought to consider.
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So please understand that this is not a criticism but is a suggestion.

There are levels of certainty regarding Their reality. But when you are really sure then you will treat
what They suggest differently.

I know because | do and | am pleased to be able to state that most of those in the Priesthood do as well.
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The Threat the Temple Poses

Make no mistake about it! The Temple poses a threat to many people who have a vested interest in
seeing you fail at the Temple Mission for your self-empowerment. Your success draws attention to their
failures and this unintentional side effect truly bothers them though they really do not even understand
why.

On almost every level the Temple offers self-verifiable proof that challenges the self-defeating
rationalizations so common to the human herd.

From the Dayside alone, the Temple is a huge threat to the complacent and willful ignorance that allows
most people to avoid the unpleasant feeling that they are wasting their lives.

In the Intrapersonal Secrets the Temple offers direct and immediately verifiable methods to strengthen
your willpower, to master your emotions, and to enable you to overcome the internal fears, guilt, and
frustration that are the norm for the average human being.

This flies in the face of a world in which the plight of the victim is trumpeted as the universal excuse for
personal failure. "It's not my fault!" they shout when they see dream after personal dream die before their
eyes. "It's somebody else's fault!" is their claim over and over.

The blame game ends in the face of the facts the Temple offers in challenge to such self-crippling
assertions. And this challenge to rise to self-mastery and mental strength is a threat the Temple poses to
the vast majority who do not want to feel responsible for their failures.

And so they deny it is possible. They deny it can work. And they remain as they are as they sink into
obscurity and personal pain.

In the Immortality Secrets the Temple really becomes a terrible threat. As long as people can rely on
death as the inevitable escape from their futile and painful lives, all is well. The human herd needs the
reassurance that life is sad, painful, and a "veil of tears" which is ended by the "certainty" of their
personal death.

Then the Temple comes forward and threatens all of that with two scientifically reasonable ways that the
individual can use to defeat death! Requiring no belief in an afterlife, the Temple threatens the comfort
zones of both the religious and the atheist.

We unintentionally offend the religious with the simple demonstration that everything desirable in their
fantasy heavens is already on the engineering drawing boards for modern evolving technology including
physical immortality itself. Futurists with a proven track record like Ray Kurzweil are increasingly
agreeing that future technology will essentially bring about a "heaven" on Earth.

We unintentionally offend the atheist by confronting these non-believers in any afterlife with the obvious

need for them to take action to survive. This threatens their emotionally-based rejection of life even more
than the religious believers since they have even fewer excuses to offer for such suicidal choices.
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Thus the Temple unintentionally threatens the emotional defenses of both the believers and non-believers
alike!

Then in the Interpersonal Secrets, the Temple threatens the tribal assumptions of most of humanity in
that we suggest that learning how to communicate effectively with people can be learned and
implemented to remove most of the problems in dealing with other people. The Temple cuts through the
morass of human-hating assumptions that people in general use to blame others for their own failed
communications.

When the Temple states that learning these skills of communication can get others to cooperate with you
willingly instead of having to use threats of power or tricks of deceit, this offends the vast majority of
people who daily justify their own ineffective and self-sabotaging use of power and deceit.

We threaten their rationalizations and cause clear light to be shed on their pretenses. In this way the
Temple threatens their sense of self which is identified with their fairy tales of self-justification. "People
are all just assholes," is quickly lampooned when the Temple offers methods to assist people to offer to
help you once you know how to effectively ask for their help.

In the Health Secrets the Temple threatens the numerous belief systems of the masses that you cannot
feel good, and live longer than the usual human lifespan while enjoying doing so. To every emotional
health fad, the Temple offers a threat by looking to the results that can be obtained without such
assumptions.

Thus those who have invested themselves in assuming that this or that diet, medical procedure, exercise
regimen, etc., is the final word in the "best possible" health effort are upset by the Temple pointing to the
improvements that continue to surface as the technology improves.

In the Money Secrets the Temple threatens the popular need for the masses to justify their ongoing work
slavery as inevitable. By clearly showing simple pathways to increasing income, decreasing debt, and
attaining financial independence through proven investment methods, the Temple pops the belief balloon
that there is no real way to become wealthy.

For the vast majority of people this is not an appealing idea because it challenges the excuses they offer
for complaining about "the rich" and the powers of "evil multinational corporations™ or "the evils of
capitalism". The Temple threatens the safety of blaming personal financial problems on other people and
groups by offering a way to solve those problems directly by the individual. For this too we are hated.

Additionally, the Temple is hated for our claims for the Nightside, the paranormal side of reality.

When the Temple states that you can verify for yourself the usefulness of our Nightside claims by
following certain procedures this is upsetting to all those who have decided that such things are
"impossible™.

When the Temple explains that you can test and personally verify the secrets behind the so-called
"miracles” of the world religions without relying upon any of their belief systems, this is very
threatening to the true believers of those religions.

When the Temple offers direct guidance to verify lucid dreaming, the out of body experience, telepathy,
clairvoyance, psychokinesis, etc., this threatens the world view of classical materialists - those who
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assume that human science basically knows all there really is to know about reality and we only need to
finish filling in a few small gaps to have a complete TOE (Theory of Everything).

So when the Temple points out the ever-present occurrence of these paranormal events cross-culturally
and throughout recorded history, we are a threat to these "omniscient™ materialists who deny that such
things can exist. When we offer to teach how to test and do them yourself then we are hated by these
"true disbelievers".

And when the Temple suggests that there may be Others Who have already accomplished such things
and may be in active communication with the Temple, this threatens just about everyone imaginable. It
threatens the all-knowing cynic as much as the faith-based religious believer. It threatens the occultnik
"ceremonial magician" as much as the dyed-in-the-wool materialist.

When the Temple then suggests that it is possible to verify such communications personally then we
galvanize the threat we offer to a world filled with those who have formed deep emotional needs to
believe that human beings are at the top of the foods chain and the history of the world they have been
taught to believe in is the absolute truth.

The suggestion that the Temple then adds that you, too, can attain to that level of mastery and power is
the most threatening of all.

So make no mistake about it. Y